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Remembering 
This summer was tough for the studio.  We lost two truly 
wonderful people: a fellow teacher and one of our own students.

Laura Haines and I only crossed paths a few times, so I didn’t
know her well - only by association. What I know of her came 
from people we both knew. I only heard her spoken of as a highly 
respected member of the community. She was an excellent 
teacher (I’ve heard some of her students!), and she was held dear 
by her colleagues.  Several of her students are now students of 
mine, and while I’m glad to welcome them into our studio, I’m so 
very sorry it’s under these circumstances.  Ms. Haines will be 
sorely missed, but what a legacy she’s left to the music education 
community in Indiana!   

Nedra Soltow had a distinguished 31-year career as a physician, a
 highlight of which was starting a specialty clinic for the 
Indianapolis VA hospital.  Very shortly after her retirement, she 
decided to pick up her flute, which she hadn’t played for 40 years!  
She was a thoughtful, hard-working student and made fast 
progress - we were already discussing which ensembles she could 
join and laying out a timetable for auditions.  She was an 
outstanding example of how adults can indeed pick up an 
instrument, even if it’s been a while, and succeed - in Nedra’s 
case, beautifully.
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September 
Sat, 1 
Meridian Music tuition rate 
change goes into effect. 

Sun, 23 3:00 @ PAL 
Indiana Wind Symphony* 

October 
Sat, 13 7:30 @ PAL 
Carmel Symphony Orchestra* 

November 
Sat, 10 7:30 @ PAL 
Carmel Symphony Orchestra* 

Tue, 20 - Sat, 24  
Thanksgiving - NO LESSONS 

December 
Sun, 2 6:00 @ PAL 
Indiana Wind Symphony 

Sat, 8 3:00 & 7:30 @ PAL 
Carmel Symphony Orchestra* 

Fri, Dec 21 - Fri, Jan 4 
Christmas Break - NO LESSONS 

January 
Sat, 5 - all day 
Lessons Resume 

Fri, 11 & Sat, 12  
Indianapolis Symphony plays 
Copland’s Clarinet Concerto 

Wed, 23 & Thu, 24 times TBA 
Winter Student Recitals 

*denotes $5 student tickets

STUDIO NEWS 
The Woodwind Studios of Katherine Peters

Injury Update 
After 11 weeks of treatment, I decided to seek out a second opinion, and 
am pleased to report that I’ve regained %15 range of motion and have 
noticed an overall increase of function and decrease in pain.  I’ve even 

started playing in short sessions and this week will begin increasing that 
time… all in the past 3 weeks!  Thanks for your concern - I appreciate it.
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Super-Tight Schedule Brings Attendance Concerns 
I’ve tried to accommodate as many students as I can this semester, 
and with the increased load, the schedule is very full.  To help keep 
things running smoothly, here are a few reminders: 

• Announce absences as early as possible. 

 I understand that stuff comes up, so I want to give the  
 opportunity to reschedule the lesson whenever I can.  If I 
 know your slot will be empty, I can offer it as a make-up for 
 another student.    

• Excessive absences may result in the loss of your time slot. 

 There are simply too many students in the studio to allow 
 habitual absences.  That being said, please plan accordingly 
 and feel free to talk to me if something comes up.   

• Feel free to put your instrument together. 

 If you arrive for your lesson and I’m finishing up with the 
 previous student, feel free to assemble your instrument 
 while you’re waiting.  This will save us a bit of time in the 
 transition and get you playing right away.   

I’ll be sending out the studio policy to everyone just so we’re all on 
the same page.  I’m looking forward to hearing the progress all the 
students will make this year, and I’ll try my best to make it as 
efficient and accommodating as possible.   

 

�2

Fall Application 
Deadlines 

• All-State Orchestra: Sep 24 

• ISO Side by Side: Oct 14 

• Jr. All-State Band: Nov 9 

• ISSMA Solo & Ens: Nov 26 
(check with your band director) 

• All-State Band: Dec 6 

CSO Saturdays 
These Carmel Symphony dates 
will conflict with Saturday 
afternoon lessons.  Make ups will 
be offered.  

• October 13 

• November 10 

• December 8

This summer, a few of our high-school students played with the Indianapolis Clarinet Ensemble.  We really enjoyed having 
Abigael, Anna, Kady, and Lily, and they got to see what playing music after high school can look like.  Opportunities for students 

to play with area ensembles arise throughout the year, and will be offered according to students’ ability and confidence levels.
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Pull Through  
Swabbing Out Condensation

 I’ve noticed it a lot lately at the end of lessons.  
Watch the end of a band class and you'll see it, too: 
students in a hurry to get their instruments put away 
skipping the important step of swabbing the instrument. 
 Even when you’re short on time, pulling the swab 
through the instrument should be part of your pack-up 
routine. If you know you’ll be playing for an hour or 
more, even over the course of the day, you might go so 
far as to stop and swab the instrument in the middle of 
practicing. This will help eliminate and prevent 
“bubbles” under the keys (you know, those gurgling 
sounds you occasionally hear while you’re playing). 
 Condensation shouldn’t sit on the inside of your 
instrument for other reasons, too. Not only can packing 
a warm, wet instrument into a closed, dark case lead to 
bacterial growth (yuck!), but the moisture sitting on the 
wood or metal can cause physical damage. It doesn’t 
take much for wood to crack and split (think of an old 
wooden picnic bench), and a flute or saxophone 
exposed over time to slightly acidic moisture will start to 
oxidize and corrode (think of a wet penny left out in the 
open). So, don’t think you’re off the hook because you 
don’t have a wooden instrument!  By the way, key pads 
don’t like water, either. 
 Swab your instrument when you’re done playing. 
It only takes a few seconds to gently pull through, but 
will do much to preserve the life of your instrument.

Listening Suggestions 
Every 6-9 weeks, we do a “listening 

day” in my studio.  When new 
students do one for the first time, 
they often tell me they don’t know 

how to find classical or jazz music to 
listen to.  Here are some suggestions 

to get you started. 

Film Scores:  
Hook - John Williams 
The Incredibles - Michael Giacchino 
The Rescuers Down Under - Bruce 
Broughton 

Classical: 
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov  
Pytor Tchaikovsky (CSO Oct 13) 
Emmanuel Pahud - flute 
Harold Wright - clarinet 
Eugene Rousseau - saxophone 
Berlin Wind Quintet 

Jazz: 
Dave Brubeck 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Benny Goodman 
Branford Marsalis 
Glenn Miller 
Charlie Parker

Contact Me 

Katherine Peters 

317-691-8427 

katherine@katherinepeters.com 

www.katherinepeters.com 

www.facebook.com/KPWoodwinds 

Have a question about instruments, gear, music, practice, performance?  Send it in and it could be 
answered on the website!  (Oh, and check out the website - lots of answers to be found there.)
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